Coloradoans for Voting Integrity

Position Statement on Verifiable Voting

The heart of democracy is embodied in the principle, “one person, one vote.”  

Coloradoans for Voting Integrity (CFVI), a non-partisan citizen’s group working to restore voting integrity, believes the right to vote is so essential to democracy that we must safeguard our votes and renew people’s confidence in the voting process.

Machines don’t vote – people do.

CFVI believes that the U.S. Constitution guarantees humans, not machines, the right to vote. While understanding that technology may ease voting difficulties for the disabled or people for whom English is a second language, we cannot allow that technology to interfere with the verification, casting, or counting of votes in a trustworthy manner.  Wherever machines are inserted into the voting process, the paramount concern must be that a person’s vote remains verifiable.  Voting requires no fewer security measures than any other transaction; the voting process must be transparent for voting rights to be enforced. 

What We Want

Machines are not transparent.  CFVI calls upon legislators, election officials, judges, and the citizenry to demand the following three voting system requirements that will provide a transparent standard in which voters may again place their confidence and trust.

We must:

1. Verify the CASTING of our vote, through voter verifiable, full-text paper ballots.  These ballots must allow the voter to verify that choices were accurately recorded and cast. 

2. Treat our verified votes [on paper] as the official ballot and official record of voter intent, including all legal protections that ballots currently experience under the laws of the land.  

3. Count our voter-verified paper ballots, without inserting technology to image a paper ballot or otherwise convert a paper ballot into a digital version that is then included in the tabulation process.  The citizens of CFVI cannot condone utilizing voting technology for the sake of speed or convenience, and feel such technology should not be considered an acceptable standard in administering any election.  The voter must have every confidence that his verified choices are not open to alteration, tampering, or error in recording in the process of counting due to digitizing, malfunction, machine error, operator error, power failures or invisible alterations by design or error.  It is only through the humanly observable use of paper ballots that the voting process remains auditable and instills confidence.

Ideally, this standard means the hand-counting of our paper ballots, which is current practice in democratic Canada and France.  However, it is possible to also allow for the optical scanning of paper ballots as long as there are statistically significant sampled hand counts of these scanned ballots, to confirm the accuracy of such counts.  

Where We Stand on HR 2239

CFVI provisionally endorses the passage of HR 2239 with the following modifications:

1. The voter verifiable paper trail (VVPT) must be produced on full-size paper that reproduces the entire ballot language to enable meaningful voter verification.  

2. The voter verifiable paper trail (VVPT) becomes both the official record of the voter’s intent and the actual BALLOT.

3. The voter verifiable paper BALLOT is not set aside for recounts, but is instead the actual item used in the official count.

Through the addition of these three modifications, we feel that HR 2239 becomes a model for increasing voter confidence and ensuring truly verifiable casting and counting of one’s vote.

We call upon all citizens to lobby for the passage of HR 2239 with these modifications, and to contact your legislators and members of the media to voice your support.

CFVI’s Mission:

· To advocate for a standard of transparent and fair elections which allow for independent verification of votes cast and counted; 

· To advocate for accurate election counting versus speedy reporting;

· To increase voter confidence in the voting process, thereby increasing voter participation;

· To work within the spirit of the Help America Vote Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act to provide opportunities for accessible and native language-specific voting in accordance with the bill’s original intent; 

· To monitor and call for restraint in any use of electronic voting machines (DREs) or optical scanners unless such machines are fitted with methods facilitating verification of vote casting and counting;

· To advocate against the use of secret or proprietary software in any voting machines or vote counting machines;

· To advocate that Colorado election officials refrain from the purchase of any electronic voting machines that do not provide paper ballots and until technical standards are adopted by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) as required under the Help America Vote Act;

· To educate and sensitize the general voting public, the media, election officials, political parties and candidates, the state legislature, and related civic and voting rights groups, to the issues surrounding voting integrity; and 

· To build coalition with other like-minded groups towards these ends.

For more information on Coloradoans for Voting Integrity, please visit www.cfvi.org 

