Explanation of Safe Voting Recommendations

“We recommend voters in counties using paper ballots continue to do so.  We recommend voters in counties using only electronic voting machines apply for an absentee ballot by October 28th [check date] and hand-deliver their absentee ballot in person to an official county drop-off location (county headquarters, motor vehicle or other designated official agency) on election day, November 2nd.(1)   We recommend those voters who cannot obtain an absentee ballot vote on election day using a provisional ballot in their polling place, by leaving their ID out of the polling place.(2)  In all instances we recommend voters avoid use of electronic voting machines.(3) We further recommend against any early voting or early casting of absentee ballots, due to concerns over use of electronic voting machines at early or walk-in polling locations, and due to the widespread practice by county election officials of revealing to any interested party the identities and party affiliations of all voters casting absentee ballots beginning ten days prior to Election Day.”

“We call upon the county election officials to adopt a 1% manual audit of all vote tabulations, whether initially performed by optical scanners or by hand counts.(4) We deplore and denounce the unavailability of a paper trail by which to manually audit those ballots trapped in electronic voting machines, which remain forever untraceable and unauditable, in roughly half of the voting precincts in Colorado, and repeat our call to abandon use of these nefarious, anti-democratic devices.” 

Notes:

(1) Do not entrust the safe delivery of your ballot to mail carriers, agents of any campaign or political party, office workers, or other “insiders” at county offices.  Safeguard your ballot by personally delivering it to a safe location.  Special note to Denver voters: Do NOT cast an absentee ballot or use an electronic voting machine.  All absentee ballots in Denver will be manually entered into unsafe electronic voting machines, where your votes may be altered due to software glitches or be open to hackers, insider manipulation or other machine or operator error.  Instead, in Denver, we recommend all voters use provisional ballots for this election.

(2) Provisional ballots are also paper ballots for this year’s election (although electronic voting machine vendors are attempting to take over this last bastion of democracy too).  The Help America Vote Act (HAVA) protects all voters’ rights to access a ballot, regardless of whether they successfully present a valid form of ID or not. Federal laws governing proper voting procedures should overrule any contradictory state laws governing access to a provisional ballot.  Poll workers should provide you with an affidavit envelope in which to deposit your provisional ballot, as well as a phone number to which you may call within 12 days following the election to determine whether your ballot was accepted.  Your provision of your social security number ( or the last 4 digits) will help election officials locate and validate your signature and eligibility to vote in established state databases (such as driver’s license or state ID cards, to correspond against county voting rolls). 

(3) Direct Recording Electronic voting machines, or DRE’s, have been cited in over a hundred publications and by dozens of county election officials nationwide as being responsible for lost results, spoiled elections, inaccurate and unverifiable results, and insecure voting processes that allow unauthorized access to manipulate or alter vote totals.  For a list of specific instances, please visit www.verifiedvoting.org , www.blackboxvoting.org , or www.votersunite.org .

(4) Current Colorado law only requires a manual audit of 50 ballots in those locations using optical scanners to count the ballots.  Mathematicians state that any audit of less than 1% of the ballots does not provide adequate safeguards against errors in counting.  
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1. Vote on Paper Ballots in all Colorado Counties except (list DRE counties here)

2. In (DRE counties except Denver), Vote by Absentee Ballot (deadline to apply is…)

3.  In Denver County, and in all counties if you did not obtain an absentee ballot in time, first ask if paper ballots are available.   if not available, ask for and vote by provisional ballot.
4. In all cases, do not vote on any electronic voting machine!  
5. make your displeasure with your limited access to safe voting known to your county election officials, the colorado secretary of state, your state and national legislators and to the media.
