Fighting for Democracy

Election 2004 has come and gone, or has it?

As media pundits and political analysts compare reported election results against poll projections, peculiar anomalies are surfacing:

· Polls are not corresponding to results in states featuring electronic voting machines;

· Politicians are conceding too quickly, rather than challenging results, requesting recounts, or risking being seen as dragging out their race;

· The media are pressuring candidates to blindly accept instant results, rather than question any incongruities;

· Provisional ballots have been largely ignored, yet their additional mandated counting period translates into extended time before contests are certified as won or lost.

As voting machine failures and incongruous polls point to the possibility of a stolen election, we’ve received your calls and e-mails, asking, “what can we do?”  How can we be in dialogue with and in support of each other?

Here’s what we know and what we can do:

1. We can be in dialogue with each other by using the Forums at www.cfvi.org   Register on-line to become a user of this feature on our website.

2. CFVI will continue on.  Our next meeting is this Tuesday, November 9th at 7 p.m. at the Maes Building, at 1516 Xavier Street in Lakewood, near Colfax and Sheridan Blvds.  We will be sharing results from our hotline, the Election Incident Reporting Service (EIRS) and our Truth Squad Project (canvassing the 7th Congressional District).  You may view preliminary reports for Colorado incidents at www.verifiedvoting.org .  Click on Incidents and scroll down to the Colorado link.  You will find over 1500 voting incidents listed for Colorado, with many voting machine incidents as part of that total.

3. Black Box Voting (www.blackboxvoting.org) is engaged in a Clean Sweep operation, filing over 3400 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Open Record requests for audit logs, audit trails of machines used in the elections, including central tabulation systems.  They are already alleging fraud has taken place in this election in over 30 states, and are seeking donations ($50K) and volunteers to be their feet on the street to help with follow-up on these FOIA’s.  They especially need volunteers to follow up on those counties (14 in Colorado) that used the Diebold GEMS software for central tabulation.  This software was found to be at risk for remote hacking, which they allege occurred.

4. It is possible to yet uncover discrepancies in Colorado counties and precincts by conducting our own investigations, comparing #’s of registered voters against #’s of voters casting ballots in this election.  Cast ballots should be a lower number.   Likewise, counties or precincts containing larger numbers of voters affiliated with one party should not show a wide disconnect between affiliation and the way the votes were cast in this election.  However, in states like Florida, we are finding that is precisely what the machines are giving as totals.  Illogical but true.  This research requires several volunteers to divvy up precincts and obtain the data, enter it into a spreadsheet, and coordinate comparative analyses.

5. Ralph Nader has petitioned for a recount in New Hampshire, alleging machine fraud.  We should be monitoring this situation and alerting the media to fairly cover this breaking story.

6. We need to think ahead to future elections in Colorado and proactively write legislation which enlightened Colorado legislators can sponsor.  Such legislation will require identification of key faults in this year’s electoral process, including the role of so-called independent testing agencies, proper checks and balances over the powers of the office of Secretary of State, the need to provide for independent recounts via non-identical methods, and of course, the provision of voter-verifiable paper ballots and manual counts/recounts.  Toward this end, we need to dispel the misperception that is being created by our media over the use of paper ballots in Boulder in this election.  

7. Our Colorado-based facts have not yet arisen to the threshold to justify going to court to challenge the results in Colorado.  Perhaps with the above research we may yet reach that point.  There are possibly more stories waiting to be told.  We can place ads in major newspapers asking people to respond, “Did You Have Trouble Voting?  Call 303-231-1031 to report it!”  The more facts and reports we collect, the more credible our cause.   We need donations for such ads.  We also need to cull through the existing reports to force some onto official HAVA complaints, forcing officials to investigate, respond, or explain their inaction.  Volunteers are needed to pursue such reports to elevate them to HAVA complaints.  

8. We intend to purchase the exit poll for Colorado voters.  We intend to purchase a non-weighted version that is more statistically sound than the weighted version that the media use (AP wire service skews the polls by factoring in more “likely voters” – i.e., more Republican voters – into their totals).  We will need volunteers to examine and compare poll results to reported results, and report your analysis back to our group quickly.

9. CFVI has interacted with a number of national and state groups during the past year, and it is time that we coordinate with them on a joint response to the disarray we are seeing as a fallout of this election, particularly seeking a cohesive voice on electoral reform.  We will share our results of these discussions with you where possible. 

10. As word gets out that doubts persist about this election, it is imperative that we remain non-partisan, stick to facts, and do not stoop to repeating rumors or unnamed or unsubstantiated source reports.    Our credibility hinges upon sticking to the facts, as we strive for the integrity of our voting process.

Please forward our renewed call for volunteers, donations, and our renewed mission, to your friends and related e-mail lists.  Please join CFVI and donate now, so we have the resources to fight for our democracy.  

Bob McGrath, Director

Coloradoans for Voting Integrity

www.cfvi.org
303-231-1031

