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Ballot Now Sample Ballots 
 
 
The following are samples of ballots generated by the eSlate System.  The samples show ballots 
using various BOSS ballot layout features, of a range of sizes, and printed on standard paper. 
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 Sample Web Interface Ballot 
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Awards and Endorsements 
 
 
This attachment highlights some of the awards and endorsements Hart InterCivic and the eSlate 
System have received in recognition of offering truly accessible voting options.  The items are 
arranged in the following order: 
 

� Harris County Texas selected as recipient of the 2002 National Association of 
Counties’ Achievement Award for Disability, sponsored by the National 
Organization on Disability 

� Letter from National Federation of the Blind 
� Letter from National Organization on Disability 

  



News Release  
For further information: 
Michelle Shafer, Hart InterCivic 
512-252-6417 or mshafer@hartic.com 
 
Jan Hester, Sommers & Associates  
713-222-1600 or Jhester@sommersassoc.com 
 
David Beirne, Harris County Clerk’s Office 
713.755.6762 or dbeirne@cco.hctx.net 
      
 

 

 
 

Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman receives national award for 
accessible voting on behalf of Harris County 

Harris County selected as recipient of the 2002 National Association of Counties’ 
Achievement Award for Disability sponsored by the National Organization on Disability 

 

HOUSTON, Texas — July 31, 2002 — Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman was honored at the 
annual conference of the National Association of Counties (NACo) earlier this month as Harris County 
was selected as the recipient of the association’s 2002 NACo Achievement Award for Disability in 
recognition of Harris County’s longstanding work and continuous improvement in making the voting 
process accessible to all voters in the county. 

Through sponsorship by the National Organization on Disability, NACo presented this award to Harris 
County, meeting the award criteria as a NACo member county whose outstanding program or project 
was shown to enhance the ability of people with disabilities to participate in the processes, programs and 
activities of county government. 

“Harris County has a long history of initiatives undertaken to make voting in the County as accessible as 
possible for all voters, said Beverly Kaufman, Harris County Clerk.  “We made great efforts to make our 
polling places accessible to all by choosing only accessible locations with ramps and oversized doors 
long before this was mandated by law.  In 1998, we purchased a special telephone system for our polling 
places that allowed voters with visual impairments and literacy challenged voters to call a special phone 
number to have the ballot read to them by a computer and cast their ballot through voice activation or by 
pressing the appropriate keys on the phone,” said Kaufman.    

Harris County is currently nearing completion of the third and final phase of its eSlate  Electronic 
Voting System implementation, and by November 2002 the eSlate will completely replace the county’s 
punch card voting system.   

The eSlate Electronic Voting System, developed by Austin, Texas-based Hart InterCivic, Inc., includes 
devices that support mobility impaired individuals including movable buttons that can be used as an  

- more - 
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alternate method of navigating the ballot and casting votes. The system also includes an audio ballot 
reader supporting visually impaired voters or voters challenged by literacy issues. The system can even 
accommodate breath control devices – sometimes called “sip-and-puff” --- that allow the most seriously 
mobility impaired to cast votes independently.  

“Beverly Kaufman and everyone associated with the Harris County Clerk’s Office is to be commended 
for their commitment to accessible voting,” said David Hart, Chairman of Hart InterCivic, the maker of 
the eSlate Electronic Voting System. “The Harris County Clerk’s office has always strived to offer the 
most accessible voting methods possible to the citizens of Harris County and we’re happy that the eSlate 
has been able to provide an even higher level of accessibility for all voters,” said Hart. 

Harris County, Texas is the third largest US County by population, housing 1.6 million registered voters 
and the home of Houston, the nation’s fourth largest city. 

Harris County has implemented a voter education program, HarrisVotes! to ensure that all voters, 
regardless of disability, come to the polls aware of the new system and competent and confident and 
their abilities to use the eSlate system. For more information on the HarrisVotes! voter education and 
outreach program and the eSlate system’s use in Harris County, visit www.harrisvotes.org or call 
713.368.POLL. 
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eSlate is a trademark of Hart InterCivic, Inc.  



 
“Changing what it means to be blind” 

      February 8, 2001 
 
 
Mr. Bill Stotesbery 
Vice President, Marketing 
Hart InterCivic 
15500 Wells Port Drive 
Austin, Texas 78728 
 
 
Dear Mr. Stotesbery: 
 

The National Federation of the Blind, the nation's oldest and largest organization of blind 
people, operates the International Braille and Technology Center for the Blind (IBTC).  This 
demonstration and evaluation center of speech and Braille technology works with a variety of 
companies and organizations to ensure that the products they develop are accessible to 
persons who are blind or visually impaired. 
 

We have had a number of opportunities to evaluate Hart InterCivic's eSlate electronic 
voting system and have appreciated the chance to provide comments about system features 
and enhancements that affect the blind.  We have been very impressed with the design of the 
eSlate system insofar as nonvisual access is concerned.  In addition to IBTC staff, a number of 
Federation members around the country have had an opportunity to use eSlate, and the 
comments we have received have been universally favorable.  We found that the nonvisual 
interface was easy to learn and required very little user training.  We also found that the rotary 
dial, used to navigate the ballot, represented a novel and innovative navigation feature that 
made it more convenient for the blind user to examine the ballot before casting the final vote. 
 

In the past, with paper ballot and mechanical voting systems, it has been necessary for 
blind voters to obtain sighted assistance to participate in the electoral process.  However, as 
voting systems become increasingly electronic in nature, there is absolutely no reason for this 
practice to continue.  Blind people should be able to vote without sighted assistance on any 
electronic voting system.  The eSlate system is the first significant step toward making 
electronic voting a task that the blind of America will be able to perform independently.  We look 
forward to continuing to work with Hart InterCivic as it works to increase independent access to 
the electronic voting process. 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Curtis Chong, Director of Technology 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND 
 
 

CC/bm 
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Election Day Quick Reference 
 
 
This attachment shows the eSlate Election Day Quick Reference, one of the documents available 
to assist poll workers in the polling place.   
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Voter Instruction Materials 
 
 
This attachment includes an instruction sheet to be given to voters prior to entering the voting 
booth, and placards to post in the eSlate voting booth. These materials are provided in the polling 
place to assist the voter in using the eSlate voting unit. 




